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This Human Rights Guide for Reporters covering the 2022 FIFA World Cup in Qatar looks beyond the action on the field 

to open a broader lens on human rights concerns surrounding Qatar’s preparations for and hosting of the tournament. 

Human Rights Watch published findings about abuses of migrant workers in preparation for the delivery of the 2022 

World Cup and the need to provide remedy, including financial compensation, for serious abuses such as deaths, 

injuries and wage abuses. The findings are summarized here.  

The reporters’ guide outlines the discrimination of women in Qatar; discrimination and violence, and repressive laws 

against LGBT people; restrictions on freedom of expression. FIFA is also a focus: the powerful international football 

association’s approach to human rights has changed under pressure since Qatar won the bid to host the World Cup, 

including through the adoption of a Human Rights Policy. However, FIFA has unfulfilled commitments to remedy 

abuses of migrant workers and live up to its commitments on human rights.  

The guide describes Human Rights Watch’s concerns on the human rights issues in Qatar and summarizes our 

recommendations to FIFA. Human Rights Watch hopes this guide will be a useful tool for journalists interested in 

reporting on a wider range of issues in Qatar. 
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